
 

 

The Call 
 

Volume 135, NO. 1 April 2025 
 

 

ELKS – STRENGTHENING 

ELKDOM THROUGH  

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

Telephone: (203) 755-1159 WWW.ELKS265.ORG 

PAST EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 

Members all, 

It has truly been an honor and a privilege to serve as your Exalted Ruler. This past year has been 
amazing, and I thank you all for the opportunity. Thank you for the trust you placed in me and the 

other officers. Thank you to the suite of officers I couldn’t have asked for a better team. To the new 
Exalted Ruler and his team of officers, I wish you all a successful year, work together and you’ll  

succeed. 

The new Exalted Ruler and his team of committees are planning some great events for us. Come out 
and support the lodge. 

For my final Elk of the Month is Linda Galvin. Her great work on the Americanism essay contest and 
the Drug Awareness poster contest. As you’ll see from her article below, we have some winners.  

 

Thank you, Linda, for your amazing work. 

 

Fraternally & Respectfully 

Carlos R Gotay 

Past Exalted Ruler 

Lodge Officers 2025-2026 

 Exalted Ruler: Peter Wychulis   Inner Guard: Corey Shanahan  Trustee 1 Year: Bret Reis 

 Leading Knight: Stephanie M. Dilger  Tiler: Querino Maia   Trustee 2 Years: Steve Kontout 

 Loyal Knight: Bryan McEntee   Secretary: Micheal McGaughan  Trustee 3 Years:  Michael Devino 

 Lecturing Knight: JoAnna Cass McEntee  Treasurer: Pat Jennings   Trustee 4 Years: Donna Torre 

 Esquire:  Susan Buzzeo    Chaplin: Howard Osorio   Trustee 5 Years: Thomas LaGase 

 

Lodge Hours: 
 

THE RATHSKELLAR BAR IS NOW OPEN THE FOLLOWING DAYS AND TIMES:  

SUNDAY 12:30 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. 

MONDAY 5:00 P.M.. - TILL 

TUESDAY 6:00 P.M.. - TILL 

WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY FRIDAY  11:00 A.M. - TILL 

SATURDAY 12:00 P.M. - TILL 

Lodge Meetings: 
 

SECOND & FOURTH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 6:30 P.M. 
JULY & AUGUST—FOURTH TUESDAY ONLY 

DECEMBER—SECOND TUESDAY ONLY 
INITIATION MEETINGS START AT 6:00 P.M. 



 

 

Members All,  
Let me begin by saying thank you to our now Jr. Past Exalted Ruler, Carlos Gotay. You are a great leader, 

and you did a masterful job guiding our lodge through the 2024-2025 fraternal year.  Thank you again. 
 

With that said, I would like to say thank you to everyone.  This is a special honor, and I am forever  
grateful to have this opportunity to serve all of you as your new Exalted Ruler.  With this honor, I promise 
to uphold to the statutes and the bylaws of our constitution.  With that said, I would like to challenge not 

only myself but our newly elected officers and our current members new and old, to have a positive  
impact on everyone who walks through our doors.  It is here that more and more people will come and 

join us to celebrate on how we treat each other as well as how we treat and take care of our veterans, our 
inner-city youth, and our less fortunate, and that is my vision for the 2025-2026 fraternal year for our  

Waterbury Elks Lodge #265. 
 

Next, I would like to thank our 2025-2026 new and returning officers.  I have provided a list of our  
officers below.  

Inner Guard – Corey Shanahan 
Chaplin – Howard Osorio 
Esquire – Susan Buzzeo 

Tiler – Querino Maia 
1 Year Trustee – Bret Reis 

2 Year Trustee – Steven Kontout 
3 Year Trustee – Michael Devino 

4 Year Trustee – Donna Torre 
5 Year Trustee – Thomas LaGase 

Treasurer – Pat Jennings 
Secretary – Michael McGaughan 

Esteemed Lecturing Knight – JoAnna Cass McEntee 
Esteemed Loyal Knight - Bryan McEntee 

Esteem Leading Knight – Stephanie Dilger 
Exalter Ruler – Peter Wychulis 

 
To all that attended the Installation of Officers ceremony on 3/22, thank you and you were a witness to 
our new caterer's dinner.  Please join me in welcoming MTG Catering, Chef Jonathon Gannon.  He will 
be serving dinners on Tuesdays through Fridays starting in April from 5pm to 8pm.  Please come by and 

try his delicious food.  Menus and specials will be forthcoming.  Thank you and GOD BLESS. 
 

Fraternally, 
Peter Wychulis 
Exalted Ruler   

A MESSAGE FROM THE 2025-2026 

EXALTED RULER 



 

 

  
TO OUR ABSENT MEMBERS 

The clock of his days has stopped, and across its dial 
the motionless arms mark The Hour of Eleven, the 

“Golden Hour of Recollection.” 
MAY HE REST IN PEACE. 

William H Jackson Jr 

Born December 14, 1942 

Initiated September 19, 2000 

Passed from our mist April 30, 2023 

 

Lee A Walter 

Born March 14, 1951 

Initiated January 29, 1988 

Passed from our mist March 10, 2025 

 

Anthony Petrunti LM 

Born December 14, 1944 

Initiated January 20, 1984 

Passed from our mist March 22, 2025 

 

William F Derwin LM 

Born January 25, 1935 

Initiated June 25, 1968 

Passed from our mist March 21, 2025 

ELKS CALL 
 

Official Bulletin of Waterbury Lodge #265 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

PO Box 615, 283 W Main St. 
Waterbury, CT 06702 

 
Instituted—June 15, 1893 
Chartered—June 21, 1893 

 
Information must be submitted by the 25th of the prior 

month. 
Email— 265submissions@gmail.com 

Thank you 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Please contact Stephanie 
Dilger, Esteemed Leading 

Knight with  
information and updates. 

203-592-2185 



 

 



 

 

BY-LAW CHANGE UPDATE 

Please see below for the following By-Law changes that were  
approved by Grand Lodge.  Please note that these changed are 

effective immediately.  If you have any question, please see on of 
the Lodge Officers. 

Article II-A Section 1 and Article X Section 2:  

Associate Membership/Fees and Dues - Waterbury Lodge #265 now accepts  

Associate Membership.  Associate Membership fee is $25 per year.   

Article III Section 1 Paragraph 2 :  

Life Membership - The age restriction of 65 years has been remove. 

Article IV Section 2:  

Meetings - The regular hour of meeting has been changed to 6:30 P.M. and 6:00 

P.M. for Initiation Meetings. 

Article V Section 4 Paragraph 7 and Section 5 Paragraph 1:  

Elective Officers and Duties - “After review and approval from the BOD and  

Membership” has been added to the end of the last sentence for both paragraphs. 

Article XV-A:  

Auxiliaries and Adjunct Organizations - Waterbury Lodge #265 hereby  

recognized Waterbury Antlers 265 as an Auxiliary of the Lodge. 

 



 

 

BULLETIN BOARDS 

Nothing should be posted on the boards in the Rathskeller, vestibule, hallways, or restrooms without first obtaining permission from the House Committee. If a 

house committee member is not available, please leave your posting with the bartender. Upon approval, it will be hung on the various bulletin boards. Any-

thing posted without prior permission will be removed. Thank you for your cooperation. 

The House Committee 

 

Members all, 
 

Congratulations to our new and returning Officers.  
 

As of April 1, if you have not yet paid your dues, you are considered a delinquent member. 
Please pay your dues immediately to remain in  

good standing with the Elks. 
 

We have reinstated 7, 1 transferred in, Initiated 52 new members this past year and currently 
have 20 applicants going through the Investigation and Orientation process.  Unfortunately, we 

have lost 119 of those who have passed away, transferred out and been dropped for non-
payment. 

 

Membership cards will be mailed out at the end of each week after payment has been received. 
Cards may be picked up at the Rathskeller upon request. Remember to sign your card. 

 

Payment options are: Check (preferred), cash, credit card (see the bartender) and a new  
Enhanced Payment Processor. https://www.elks.org/payonline and select our lodge. A 

convenience fee of 3.5% will applied to your payment. 
 

Please contact me by email at secywtby265@gmail.com or by phone 203-755- 
1159 opt#4 should you have any concerns.  

 

 
Fraternally yours 

Michael McGaughan 
Lodge Secretary 

https://www.elks.org/payonline
mailto:secywtby265@gmail.com


 

 

BULLETIN BOARDS 

Nothing should be posted on the boards in the Rathskeller, vestibule, hallways, or restrooms without first obtaining permission from the House Committee. If a 

house committee member is not available, please leave your posting with the bartender. Upon approval, it will be hung on the various bulletin boards. Any-

thing posted without prior permission will be removed. Thank you for your cooperation. 

The House Committee 

 

Happy April Everyone! 

First off, I would like to congratulate and wish the best of luck to the  

Waterbury Lodge #265 Officers for the 2025-2026 Elk year.  I know there are 

some amazing ideas that are already being talked about, and I am excited to see 

what this year brings. 

I would like to take the first Call of 2025-2026 to remind everyone that all  
submissions for “The Call” need to be submitted by the 25th of each month.   

Submissions should be sent to 265submissions@gmail.com. 
 

If for some reason your submission is going to be late, I ask you please  

inform me, so I know what I am waiting for.  I understand that things come up and 

there may be times when you cannot get the submission in on time, but please do 

not make it a habit of doing so.  I want to get everyone’s submissions in, but I also 

want to make sure that it goes out by the 1st of every month. 

Thank you all for your understanding! 

Here’s to another great Elk year! 

 

Ryan Ibarra 

Call Editor 

mailto:265submissions@gmail.com


 

 

Incoming leaders start year with proactive mindset 
 

April is here and spring has finally arrived. It always feels like a new beginning in April, especially 
if you live in the colder regions of our country. 

 
A new fraternal Lodge year begins. I want to congratulate all the newly installed Exalted Rulers and 

Lodge Officers. It is a proud moment to be installed and take on the challenge of providing  
leadership within your Lodge. Be sure to review and implement the programs of the 2024-2025 

Grand Lodge Program booklet so you can continue showing “Elkdom’s Heart For America.” Make 

sure that you have all your committees prepared and that committee members know their  
responsibilities. Communication is the key. 

 
Financially, it is the Trustees and Officers who need to submit a budget to the Lodge for adoption no 
later than the last regular meeting in April or the following regular meeting. Your Lodge should be 

ready to present a sound budget to your Members. The annual report for the previous year is also 
due May 1 so make sure that your FRS financial reporting system is up to date. 

 
On a housekeeping note, you should review any by-laws or house rules and regulations that need to 
be updated. It’s for the good of the Lodge to make everything orderly and that you always prioritize 

the integrity and safety of the Lodge. 
 

On a festive note, it’s time to make a calendar of social events for your Lodge. Create reasonable, 
achievable monthly events that will excite and attract your membership. Outside of your Lodge you 
are encouraged to establish a community project that emphasizes charitable work. Your Lodge life 

should always have a balance of what you do inside your Lodge and outside in the community you 
serve. Don’t forget to set aside May 1-7 as Elks National Youth Week. All Lodges are urged to  

sponsor programs dedicated to the youth of our country. 
 

Julia and I wish you a blessed Easter season. It is a celebratory time for our family. God bless you 
and God bless America!  

Submitted by Douglas A. Schiefer GER, Grand Lodge Newsletter. 



 

 

2025 B.P.O.E Elks Lodge #265 

Annual Raffle Winners 

 

On Sunday, March 30, 2025, at 3:00 P.M., we held the raffle drawing. The following people 
won: 

• George Vervastro – 1st Place $3,000.00 
• Kimberly Fitzgerald – 2nd Place $2000 

• Robert Haines – 3rd Place $1000 
• Bret Reis – 4th Place $500 

• Pedro Albizu – 5th Place $500 
 

Congratulations to the winners, and thank you to everyone who participated. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Dilger 



 

 

41st Annual Sportsmen’s Holiday 

 May 29th – June 1st 2025 Wildwood, New Jersey 

 Fellow Sportsmen, as this article is being published, we are four months from our 41st Annual Sportsmen’s’ Holiday to 
Wildwood, NJ. The usual suspects will again coordinate arrangements and include myself and John Kunkel. All payments, 

unless otherwise noted, will go through John Kunkel and include all charges associated with Golf. 

 Here are the rules of the road once again. We try to be understanding but need clarity early on. 

 1. As in the past, there will be a sign-up sheet to be filled out noting your room partner and who is in your golf foursome. 
Complete the form in its entirety and submit with your down payment.  

2. This piece is critical. Our host and fellow Lodge member, Adamo Pepitone, can only commit the Attache Motel for our 
trip. The Attache can accommodate 88 people. He will do his level best to scrounge up additional rooms if required, but all 
other motels are already fully booked. The point here is I can only guarantee 88 people will have rooms and I may be forced 

to make some difficult choices. 

 In fairness to all, selections will be made in accordance with receipt of payment. We will start taking deposits or payment in 
full immediately. Don’t think about this until the last minute or you will not be included. We have every confidence Adamo 

will break his neck to cover everybody who wants to go BUT we can’t guarantee anything beyond 88 attendees. 

3. The fee for a double occupancy room will be $425. A single room charge will be $475. Golf will be $210 for the 2 day 
tournament and should be paid when you make payment for your room. Please remember, if you sign-up for golf and you 

decide not to play for any reason, the golf fee is not refundable. We are charged by Avalon for the number of golfers we sub-
mit and the charge remains whether or not you play.  

4. All transportation to Wildwood will be the responsibility of participating members. Any member with a van, pick-up or 
extra space in their trunk is asked to step up and offer to take any overflow of clubs or luggage. 

 A $100 deposit or payment in full will be expected as soon as you receive this article. Again, remember, I can only 
guarantee rooms for 88 people at the Attache. Sooner I know the level of interest, the sooner I can advise Adamo to 

work on securing additional rooms. 

 5. In previous years, the majority of guys elected to go on Wednesday to extend their stay. If you want to do this, there is an 
additional room charge of $75. If you have a roommate you would split the charge with that person; if not the cost for the 

room remains $75. This charge is paid directly to the Attache when you arrive on Wednesday,5/28 and is not to be included 
in the charges payable to the Elks Lodge for rooms and golf. In fairness to those coming on Thursday, there will be a $45 

charge for Wednesday attendees for beverages and food . 

 We’ve enjoyed a great run with this event and we would like to keep it going as long as interest remains at current levels. 
It’s a great deal and a memorable weekend. Please check the expected charges carefully as you make your deposit(s). We 

have no desire to become personal accountants. We also have no inclination to chase anybody; you are in or you are out. No 
personal invitations will be issued. Payments are to be made by check only. No cash should ever be left at the bar and neither 
the committee members or the Lodge will be held accountable for cash payments should they go missing. Prices will remain 

the same as last year. 

 Payment in full will be expected by Friday, May 2,2025.  

Wildwood Committee 

FORMS ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN THE RATHSKELLAR  



 

 

April Happy Spring Happy Easter!!! 
 

March has come and gone, but we did have a good month. 
We had our annual St Patrick’s Day festivities. Thank you to all who helped, 
including all house committee members, John K, Rita T, Renee P, and Jim C. 
To all my bartenders, Caitlin, Lynn, Sue, Nancy, and Laura. We then had the 

Installation of Officers.  Thank you to Jonathan Gannon of MTG Catering for 
making an awesome meal. I would like to thank Lynn C, Cathy C, and Linda 

G for serving, and Caitlin for bartending. Also like to thank Vinnie D for  
helping, Jac Conetta for dishwashing, and Rosie and Donna M for working 

the door. I would also like to thank Clyde for DJing the wonderful event. The 
next day, we had the Policeman and Fireman of the year. I would like to thank 

John C, John K, Pat J, Gary K, Charlie S, Dave C for making a great meal, 
Lynn and all the servers, Vinnie D for helping out, Jac Conetta for  
dishwashing and Caitlin for bartending, and Jay for bar backing. 

 
Now comes April.  First, starting April 1, MTG catering featuring Jonathan 
Gannon.  Come out and show your support.  The menu can be seen on the 
next page.  April 12 will be the youth Easter Egg hunt. April 13 is the Elk,  

Officer, and Citizen of the Year Awards.  
 

The month of May, we have the Annual Family Picnic on May 25 at Quassy 
Amusement Park. Then, May 29 – June 1, Sportsman weekend in Wildwood, 
New Jersey. We will be looking for volunteers for the family picnic.  There 

will be a signup sheet coming in May or you can always text me at  
203-518-3938 

 
Thank you 

Steve Knox PER 
House Committee Chair 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

The Waterbury Emblem Club members started a Cereal drive for St Vin-

cent  

DePaul Shelter... within a week, 75 boxes of cereal/oatmeal were col-

lected and dropped off.. 

New members are always welcome. 

Contact any member or call President Linda Galvin 203-758-5158 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

This months meetings will be held on: 

April 8th and 22nd 



 

 



 

 



 

 


